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Review of Creativity Education Research in Taiwan

Background: Creativity research in Taiwan has gone through four stages. There were only few
relevant studies in Stage 1(1956-1979) and some research teams were developed in Stage 2(1980-1996).
During the incubation period in Stage 3(1997-2000), several research and educational programs were
supported by the government. Creativity education and creative industries, the increased number of
universities and the pressure of faculty publications have sped up the boom on creativity research in
Stage 4(2001-2006).

Aim: To review creativity education research from 2001 to 2006.

Sample: The data consisted of doctoral dissertations, master’s theses, and academic articles from
2001 to 2006. Two meta-analysis articles focused on creative thinking teaching and one content
analysis article about creativity and creative personality were also included in the analysis.

Method: Data analysis included content analysis and descriptive statistics.

Results: Of the 268 theses, the greatest number was experimental research and action research
(152 articles), followed by correlation research (85 articles). The most adopted theoretical approach in
the dissertations/theses was the cognitive approach (90 articles), followed by the confluence approach
(36 articles). The research instruments most used were the Creative Assessment Packet (58 articles),
followed by the Chinese language version of Creative Thinking Test (33 articles). The most subjects
participated were elementary school students (125 articles), followed by junior high school students (43
articles). The academic articles in TSSCI journals varied from experimental research, action research,
and correlation research to the development of indigenous creative scales.

Conclusion: Research on creativity education is indeed at a turning point after entering a new
millennium in Taiwan. Future research is required in a number of directions, including carrying out
original creative projects, developing indigenous measurements, and integrating the research models
and results to reflect Chinese creativity theories.

Keywords: Creativity Education, Creativity Research, Creative Taiwan
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